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The Discourse of “Female China” in the Late Qing Dynasty and Its Female Imagination

Ma Long
(School of Arts, Nankai University, Tianjin 300071, China)

Abstract ; In the late Qing Dynasty, the passionate concern and desire for women constituted a striking social
and cultural trend of thought, among which the proposition of “female Chinese” put forward by the intellectual
circle was of typical significance. The claim was first published in a report in Shanghai’s Selected Newspaper ,
and gained attention after he was quoted in a book called Women’ s World Bell by Kim Tianhe and a themed es-
say contest held by Women’s World magazine. Because of the openness of the discourse form itself, there are
subtle differences between the expositor’ s speech and literary imagination, thus forming a unique tension
space. This paper focuses on the unique social gender symbol of “female China” , combs the specific process
from its emergence to its dissemination, discusses how the intellectuals of the late Qing Dynasty participated in
the imagination and reconstruction of women, and reveals its profound relationship with the construction of the
nation state.

Keywords :late Qing Dynasty; female Chinese; Woman’s World ; female imagination; construction of the na-

tion state
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